
A.   Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the WASHINGTON COUNTY BOARD OF 

EDUCATION – 1 October 2015 

 

The Washington County Board of Education met in regular session at 6:30 p.m. on 1 October 

2015 in the Board Room of the Central Office.  Those present were Chairman Todd Ganger, 

Vice-chairman Jack Leonard, Keith Ervin, Mary Lo Silvers, Clarence Mabe, Phillip McLain, 

David Hammond, Annette Buchanan and Mike Masters.   

 

Mr. Ganger called the meeting to order. 

 

After a moment of silence, Mr. Mabe led the pledge to the flag. 

 

Mr. Ervin moved for approval of the meeting agenda.  Mr. McLain seconded the motion which 

carried without opposition on voice vote. 

 

Mr. McLain moved for approval of the consent agenda.  Mr. Mabe seconded the motion which 

carried unanimously on roll call vote:  yes votes - Hammond, McLain, Mabe, Leonard, Masters, 

Silvers, Ervin, Buchanan, and Ganger. 

 

Mr. Ganger welcomed guests and acknowledged Administrators Paula Campbell and Mike 

Edmonds as well as County Commissioners Katie Baker, Tom Krieger, and Gary McAllister. 

 

Mr. Dykes introduced South Central teachers Brandi Bowers and Becky Tubbs. 

 

Ms. Bowers gave an introductory on the Page Turners Book Club at South Central Elementary.  

She said the club had the opportunity to join via Skype author of “Making Bird”, Kathryn 

Erskine, for questions and answers on writing a book.  

 

Ms. Bowers and Ms. Tubbs along with students discussed their club experiences and explained 

the process they followed prior to the Skype interview with Ms. Erskine.   

 

The Director introduced MGySgt Michael Gardner. 

 

MGySgt Gardner shared accomplishments of the Daniel Boone High School MJROTC program 

that included the program being selected as a Naval Honor School for the region; distinguishing 

Daniel Boone High School as one of the top 10% of MCJROTC programs in Region 6.  

 

MGySgt Gardner then introduced Cadet Captain Tashina Roberts, recipient of the Legion of 

Valor Bronze Cross for Achievement. The award designates Cadet Roberts as the top MCJROTC 

Cadet in the southeastern United States. 

 

Mr. Dykes shared news articles from the month of September featuring the school system. 

 

The Chairman introduced County Commissioner Katie Baker.  Dr. Baker in turn introduced 

Commissioners Gary McAllister and Tom Krieger. 

 

Dr. Baker said they were present as members of the Health, Education and Welfare Committee 

of the Washington County Commission.  She expressed their top goal was to create a stronger 

relationship with the Board of Education. 

 

Dr. Baker said a joint city and county education consolidation task force was being formed and 

they were present to request a representative of the county Board of Education.  She shared that 

County Commissioner Bryan Davenport and City Commissioner Jeff Banyas had been named as 



members and that they were waiting on a representative to be chosen from the City Board of 

Education. 

 

Mr. Ganger thanked the commissioners for coming.  He said it was a great idea and a 

representative from the Board will be provided.  Mr. Ganger asked the Board to let him know if 

they were interested in serving on the committee. 

 

Mr. Ganger recognized Commissioner Greg Matherly. 

 

Board members expressed appreciation of the commissioners attending. 

 

Discussion was held on the relationship between the commission and the Board as well as 

scheduling a joint workshop with the two organizations. 

 

Mr. Masters presented the Athletics Committee Report and moved for acceptance of the report.  

Mr. Mabe seconded the motion which carried without opposition on voice vote.   

 

There were no recommendations from the Committee. 

 

(Show Athletic Committee Report) 

 

Mr. Ervin presented the Bid Review Committee Report and moved for acceptance of the report.  

Mr. Masters seconded the motion which carried without opposition on voice vote. 

 

Mr. Ervin moved for approval of the Committee’s recommendation to award Ricoh USA for the 

purchase, delivery, set up, and training of one new hydraulic paper cutter on low bid of $13,800.  

Ms. Silvers seconded the motion which carried without opposition on roll call vote:  yes votes – 

McLain, Mabe, Leonard, Masters, Silvers, Buchanan, Ervin, and Ganger.  Mr. Hammond was 

absent during the vote. 

 

(Show Bid Review Committee Report) 

 

Mr. McLain presented the Facilities Committee Report and moved for acceptance of the report.  

Mr. Leonard seconded the motion which carried without opposition on voice vote. 

 

Mr. McLain said Mr. Patrick asked the Committee for clarification concerning the designs of the 

new school signs.  He added it was Mr. Patrick’s recommendation to use the current frames in 

place and only install reader boards.   

 

Mr. Patrick said the frames will be evaluated for continued use with the sign’s upgrades. 

 

Mr. McLain moved West View Elementary and Fall Branch Elementary be the first schools to 

received updated signs and a prioritized list of needed signs be provided by Maintenance 

Supervisor Phillip Patrick.  Mr. Masters seconded the motion which carried without opposition 

on roll call vote:  yes votes – Hammond, McLain, Mabe, Leonard, Masters, Silvers, Buchanan, 

Ervin, and Ganger. 

 

Following discussion of obtaining better price for bidding out multiple signs at one time and 

concerns of the all signs’ projects being completed by June 30, 2016, Mr. Mabe made a motion 

to release bids for ten signs.  Ms. Silvers seconded the motion which carried without opposition 

on roll call vote:  yes votes – McLain, Mabe, Leonard, Masters, Silvers, Buchanan, Ervin, 

Hammond, and Ganger. 

 



 

 

Mr. McLain moved for approval of a tentative revised agreement between the school system and 

South Central Ruritan for use of the ball fields.  Mr. Mabe seconded the motion which carried 

without opposition on roll call vote:  yes votes – Mabe, Leonard, Masters, Silvers, Buchanan, 

Ervin, Hammond, McLain, and Ganger. 

 

Mr. McLain moved for approval of the Committee’s recommendation to authorize the Director 

to search for an additional site for a Boones Creek K-8 school based on the latest action of the 

County Commission.  Mr. Leonard seconded the motion. 

 

Mr. Ganger asked for reason why to search for another site if a new school is not being 

constructed. 

 

Mr. McLain said the purpose is to see if there is a more suitable property and simply to look 

forward.   

 

Mr. Hammond added the county commission had tabled funding the new school but it could be 

brought off the table and this is a way to be proactive. 

 

Mr. Dykes said the site that had been approved was in relation with the economic impact study 

of the area that included the extension of Knob Creek Road.  He said that plan had extreme 

opposition which decreases the acceptance of the approved site.  He added that without the road 

extension, exiting the school would be onto Boones Creek Road therefore bringing factors of 

concern creating additional issues. 

 

The motion carried without opposition on roll call vote:  yes votes – Mabe, Leonard, Masters, 

Silvers, Buchanan, Ervin, Hammond, McLain, and Ganger. 

 

(Show Facilities Committee Report) 

 

Following a brief recess, Mr. Ganger called the meeting back to order. 

  

Mr. Leonard presented the Finance Committee Report and moved for acceptance of the report.  

Mr. Hammond seconded the motion which carried without opposition on voice vote. 

 

Mr. Leonard moved for approval of the General Fund Financial Statement for the month of 

August.  Ms. Buchanan seconded the motion which carried unanimously on roll call vote:  yes 

votes – Leonard, Masters, Silvers, Ervin, Hammond, McLain, Buchanan, Mabe, and Ganger.  

 

Mr. Leonard moved for approval of the Committee’s recommendation to allow Fall Branch 

Elementary to enter into a four year copier lease with Ricoh.  Ms. Silvers seconded the motion 

which carried without opposition on roll call vote:  yes votes – Masters, Silvers, Ervin, Mabe, 

Hammond, McLain, Buchanan, Leonard, and Ganger. 

 

Mr. Leonard moved for approval of the Committee’s recommendation for the full Board to make 

the determination regarding the placement of the funds received from the concession rentals.   

Mr. McLain seconded the motion which carried without opposition on roll call vote:  yes votes – 

Mabe, Masters, Silvers, Ervin, Hammond, McLain, Buchanan, Leonard, and Ganger. 

 

Mr. McLain made a motion for the bus advertising monies to be set aside and for the funds to be 

designated at the Board’s discretion; the funds intended for enhancements at the schools or for 

the students.  Mr. Masters seconded the motion which carried without opposition on roll call 



vote:  yes votes – Masters, Silvers, Ervin, Hammond, McLain, Buchanan, Leonard, Mabe, and 

Ganger. 

 

Mr. Leonard made a motion to amend the Finance Committee Report to include discussion of the 

bus advertising line item and Mr. McLain’s motion.  Mr. Masters seconded the motion which 

carried without opposition on voice vote. 

 

(Show Finance Committee Report) 

 

Ms. Buchanan presented the Policy Committee Report and moved for acceptance of the report.  

Mr. Ervin seconded the motion which carried without opposition on voice vote. 

 

Ms. Buchanan moved for amended Policy 4.706 – Graduation Requirements on first reading.  

Mr. Mabe seconded the motion which carried without opposition on voice vote.  

 

WCEA President LaDawn Hudgins expressed appreciation for the memo from Mr. Ganger 

inviting teachers to provide input regarding the Director of Schools search, but shared a concern 

of teachers not having enough time to get to the meeting after their school is dismissed.  She said 

in regards to the concern, she had encouraged teachers to attend the community meeting. 

 

Ms. Hudgins thanked Mr. Dykes for addressing the achievement and growth component in 

conjunction with the teacher evaluation process. 

 

Round Table Discussion: 

 

Mabe Impressed by the book club at South Central Elementary. 

I’m glad the new school signs got voted for; the final vote. 

  

Silvers I too was really impressed by the book club. 

 Fantastic job by the Daniel Boone MJROTC. 

 Glad to see the commissioners here at the meeting; a step in the right direction. 

 

Hammond Good meeting. 

 Enjoy the showcasing of what the students are doing; we have a great system. 

 Appreciate the county commissioners being here; appreciate the lines of 

communication opening further. 

 I look forward to a productive relationship with the commission to benefit the 

kids and teachers of this county. 

    

Ervin I did want to ask Mr. Patrick about the status of the Army Corp on Engineers for 

the project at David Crockett High School. 

 

Mr. Patrick said it is scheduled to begin on October 16
th

. 

 

Ervin I’m very proud; one of my daughters was nominated to apply for the Roan 

Scholarship. 

 

Leonard I really enjoyed the meeting. 

It is a huge award for the ROTC young lady to be one of the top five students in 

the nation, that is huge for her and for Washington County Schools. 

I love to read; to see reading being promoted through the book club is amazing. 



Thank you for the county commissioners coming; I think this is going to be a 

good thing. I think with the Board and Commissioners collaborating a lot can be 

accomplished for Washington County. 

 

 

Masters A very good meeting. 

Thank you to the commissioners for attending; look forward to a long term 

relationship. 

   

Buchanan I share the same with Mr. Leonard, amazing for us to have a student recognized 

being in the top five. 

I do believe the task force forming is a step in the right direction. 

   

McLain In thinking of the young lady from the ROTC program it reminds me of the new 

mission and vision statement.  I would like to see the mission and vision 

statement posted in the building. (Mr. McLain read aloud the new mission and 

vision) 

 We saw a result of these new statements with the young lady. 

  

Hammond Hats off to the developers of the mission and vision statements. 

 

Silvers I have meant to mention this before – I attended the retirement luncheon for 

employees in July.  Mr. Dykes did a wonderful job, he did more than just hand the 

employees an award, he shared wonderful points about each one.  I really enjoyed 

being there.   

 

Ganger Ms. Hudgins, if you will help spread the word, teachers unable attend the 

designated meeting time with TSBA or the community meeting, they can still 

provide input by completing a form provided on the website as well as emailing 

Dr. Grissom. 

 

 

Reminder of the luncheon meeting for the Director’s search with Dr. Grissom, Board and invited 

guests on October 20 at 11:00 a.m. 

 

Mr. Ganger gave the Board the new committee assignments and thanked the members for taking 

on the job associated with the committees. 

 

Mr. Ganger brought up for discussion  the Board electing to have eight candidates presented.  He 

elaborated the decision conflicts with the timeline the Board adopted.  He suggested the Board 

reconsider the number of candidates. 

 

Mr. Leonard made a motion for TSBA to present up to five candidates for the Board to consider.  

Mr. Mabe seconded the motion which carried unanimously on roll call vote:  yes votes – 

McLain, Mabe, Leonard, Masters, Silvers, Buchanan, Ervin, and Ganger.  

 

The meeting was adjourned. 


